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For a mother of six, a piped connection of safe water to her home means so much more than just a safe drink: it 

helped her improve her home and health. 

Maria takes care of her home, four sons and two daughters while her husband works on the farm. Her mornings 

are spent carrying 5-gallon plastic buckets of water from her neighbors’ rustic well around 300 meters away while her 

children attend school – when they are well enough to go.

Maria needs water to wash their clothes. Her children need water to bathe. Her husband needs water to quench his thirst 

after a laborious day of work on the farm.

In the afternoons, Maria cares for their 

home while her children fetch the 

remaining water needed to fill their 

20-liter bucket and 24-liter bottle to get 

them through the night. 

For many years, it was an impossible thing 

to imagine access to safe water. Maria can’t 

recall a day where she and her family didn’t 

pray for water. 

This is where you came in. 

In 2014, Esperança visited Los Angeles, a 

village located high in the mountains of 

Jinotega, Nicaragua, where coffee plants 
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134 Angels are Grateful for Your Gift of Water

Maria no longer has to make the long, arduous trek through town 
carrying 5-gallon buckets of water. Your love and support has provided 
a clean, safe water system for the residents of Los Angeles, “The Angels.”



Volunteer Spotlight: Anna 
During the month I spent in Jinotega, Nicaragua, I expected to 

complete my internship requirement, eat some gallo pinto, 

and learn more about Esperança and Esperança’s Nicaraguan 

partner, AVODEC. 

I am a Master of Public Health student at the University of 

Arizona,  and, as part of my internship, I worked closely with 

Victorino Centeno, Executive Director of AVODEC, to develop 

an evaluation process for the communities in which they 

had helped build water systems. Many of these communities 

have had water systems for several years but never received 

a formal evaluation regarding user satisfaction with water 

services and water quality. 

In our information gathering, we found varying levels of water 

quality ranging from clean and safe to contaminated and 

unsafe. However, one of the astounding findings was that of 

the users’ overwhelming gratefulness. All the community 

members we spoke to were grateful to have water access 

in their household, even when it was contaminated. They 

understand the risks that come with contaminated water and, 

therefore, do their best to treat the water with chlorination or 

by boiling it, but even this is a step up (or several) from having 

to carry water several hours a day or traveling to the river to 

do laundry. The water systems are a dignified point of pride in 

each community. 

As we found ways to improve the water systems, I found myself 

growing frustrated and impatient. It felt unjust to simply visit 

communities and dig for information to use for my master’s 

thesis. Did I really have to wait until after graduation to have a 

meaningful impact? The answer is no. 

During our last visit to the community of San Isidro, some 

of the residents thanked us profusely for our help. “I haven’t 

really done much here. I came to learn from you,” I replied. They 

said that our very presence and interest in their community 

had helped re-spark their passion. With tears in my eyes and 

new-found humility in my heart, I thanked them for their 

hospitality and openness to share their lives with us. 

This summer I set out to fulfill a graduation requirement; 

little did I know I would fulfill a “life requirement”- a refreshing 

lesson in humility. Being refueled with a new sense of humility 

every once in a while is a wonderful and necessary experience, 

and this one in particular will stay with me for the rest of my 

life. In the end my work did facilitate an impact, but I did not 

expect the impact these communities would have on me. 

In Memory of Phillip Grebenbauer   
Phyllis A. Seuferer
Robert J. Dick
Philip Grabenbauer

In Memory of Beloved Late Husband
Margaret Tutone 

In Memory of Beloved Late Father
Margaret Tutone 

In Honor of Kenady Sorenson
Patricia Arnsberg
                   

Would you like to honor a friend or family member 
for a birthday or other special occasion, or make a 
gift in memory of a loved one? Your gift to Esperança 
can be designated as a tribute to or in memory of 
someone special.

We attempt to ensure the accuracy of our donors’ 
names. If you note an error or omission, please 
contact Elisabeth Connell at 602-252-7772x107.

Tributes and Memorials from June 1 - August 31, 2016

Esperança Tributes & Memorials
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On our way to evaluate the water quality in a Nicaraguan 
community – Anna.



134 Angels are Grateful for Your Gift of Water
Continued from page 1

grow in rows as far as your eyes can see. The mountainous 

road leading to the village is littered with pot holes the size 

of bathtubs, and cows are seen more often than cars! This 

gracious community of 134 angels really lives up to its name.  

Esperança had to help them get safe water and vowed to 

bring water to Los Angeles and eight other communities still 

in need. 

We called you to help us provide families like Maria’s with the 

tools, training and plan to build a water system that will last 

them the next 30 years! Through your support, which was 

matched by Esperança friends Bob and Judy; Los Angeles 

residents now have the ability to improve their lives and the 

lives of their families. 

Maria has hope for the future thanks to you! She plans to 

improve her house, build a bathroom and help take care of 

the water system. Her children will continue in school and 

learn skills that will better their future.

Recently, the community gathered for a Water Inauguration 

Ceremony. The entire community arrived at the church 

together. Some held hands. At the ceremony there were 

prayers and speeches of gratitude. They thank Esperança, 

Bob and Judy, and God for this gift of water.
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Residents of Los Angeles, Nicaragua, surround Bob and Judy, 
who generously matched your support to provide the town with 
a safe, life-giving water system.
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Esperança is the proud recipient of the GuideStar Exchange Gold Seal, the Charity 
Navigator Four-Star Rating and the Independent Charities Seal of Excellence by 

Independent Charities of America.

We invite you to visit charitynavigator.org, type Esperança in the search box to go to our page and 
leave a comment about our organization. Thank you!

Travel with Esperança 
“Traveling – it leaves you speechless, then turns you into a storyteller.”        
– Ibn Battuta

In 2017, join Esperança for a life-changing journey! Travel with 
Esperança to see the world through the eyes of someone who has 
experienced the gift of hope. Connect with individuals whose lives have 
been transformed by your support. Partner with those who work hand-
in-hand with Esperança to improve health and provide hope.

2017 Travel Dates:
•	 April 2-6, 2016 (Jinotega, Nicaragua)*

Cost: $650 per person
Type of Travel: Low impact

•	 September 2017 (9-day trip to Peru)*
Cost: Contact Esperança for more information.
Type of Travel: Extreme

Once you have toured villages, ascended into the Andes Mountains of 
Peru and explored jungle canopies in Nicaragua, you’ll see firsthand 
how your support of Esperança is sustaining grassroots efforts to 
provide essential services to those in need. We invite you to travel 
with Esperança next year to witness your impact and experience a 
country’s unique culture while embarking on one of the most profound 
experiences of your life!

For more information or to reserve your spot to either Nicaragua 
or Peru, contact:

Elisabeth Connell, Development Coordinator 
elisabeth@esperanca.org or (602) 252-7772 Ext. 107

*Included in the cost: food and beverage, lodging, ground transportation, 

translator and Esperança guide.



Message from the CEO

Dear Friends,

Over the summer, I had two momentous occasions – the wedding of my 

eldest daughter and the birth of my third grandchild. As both of these 

events neared, I was filled with “hope”. Hope for my daughter and her 

husband as they become a family and prepare to bring children into the 

world, and hope for my new grandson, that he would be born healthy into a 

peace-filled world. 

The Mirriam–Webster dictionary defines hope as “to want something to happen or be true and think that it could 

happen or be true”. As the definition states, it is one thing to want something and think that it can be true. It is 

another thing to work for it to be true. Esperança, which means “hope” in Portuguese, was founded by Father Luke 

Tupper who not only wanted something and believed in something but, more importantly, worked for something.

Father Luke worked to make his hope come true so medical services would be available to the poorest of the poor 

along the Amazon. He shared his hope with the Franciscan Order to be able to serve the suffering and dying in 

Brazil. He shared his hope with doctors, nurses, and technicians to travel to Brazil to provide surgical treatment 

and care. He shared his hope with his family who began fundraising tirelessly for his work. He shared his hope with 

anyone who was interested in making a difference in the lives of those suffering south of our borders.

This year, 46 years later, Father Luke’s message of hope is still alive. This is only possible due to you: our donors who 

financially support the work that Father Luke set out to do, our medical teams who travel to Nicaragua and Peru 

to provide life-saving surgeries, our board members who keep the vision of Father Luke alive and relevant, our 

staff who labor daily to being this message to the world. 

As you can see in this newsletter, Father Luke’s message of hope is alive and prospering. Your support enables us 

to provide medical missions, clean water and sanitation projects, food security initiatives, ecological housing and 

disease prevention education in Bolivia, Mexico, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Peru and right here in Phoenix. Let us all 

continue to dream about hope and work for it in all that we do!

Gratefully,

James 
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PHOENIX, ARIZONA
   Health Education & Training

GUAYMAS, MEXICO
   Disease Prevention, Treatment & Surgical
   (Program commencing in 2017)

JINOTEGA, NICARAGUA
   Nutrition & Food Security
   Clean Water & Sanitation
   Disease Prevention, Treatment & Surgical

MACIENE, MOZAMBIQUE
   Nutrition & Food Security

CUZCO, PERU
   Nutrition & Food Security
   Home Building & Improvement
   Disease Prevention, Treatment & Surgical

TARIJA, BOLIVIA
   Nutrition & Food Security
   Health Education & Training

   Health Education & Training
   Home Building & Improvement

   Clean Water & Sanitation


