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"if these people can't get to a 
hospital, we'll get the hospital to 
them."

1960

1970

1978

1982

1999

2017 and beyond

2001 - 2013

Looking forward

1965 - 1971

1986

2001

2014

1972

After graduating Medical School, James Tupper 
boarded a U.S. Navy Icebreaker bound for the 

Antarctic. When the ship docked along the 
coast of Brazil, James was confronted with his 
first look at extreme poverty and the massive 

health implications that go along with it.  

Due to his experience in South America, James 
felt the Franciscan Order was calling to him. 
He was ordained as Father Luke, and assigned 
to bringing medical care to the people of the 
Amazon.  
Father Luke encountered about 250,000 
people in the Central Amazon Region who 
needed Medical Care, but it took his medical 
brigade up to three days to travel to reach the
nearest clinic.

In 1970, as Father Tupper continued his 
mission abroad, his brother, Jerry, an attorney 
in Phoenix, Arizona, incorporated the nonprofit 

organization, Esperança (meaning "Hope" in 
Portuguese), to support Luke’s tireless efforts. 

After working tirelessly in the Amazon for six 
years, Father Tupper returned to the United 

States to pursue a residency in 
Ophthalmology. Tragically, he was killed in a 

motorcycle accident before beginning.

Ten years after arriving in Brazil, Esperança’s 
medical and surgical facilities were moved on 

shore.  Today, the Fundaçao Esperança 
occupies a full city block with up-to-date 

medical facilities. They are a self-sustaining 
operation after 30 years of support from 

Esperança, Inc.

After 30 years of work in the poorest
communities around the world, Esperança
began noticing problems in their own back

yard. This led to the development of the
Phoenix program.

For the first time, Esperança expands
services beyond direct medical care.

Esperança has plans to move forward with 
programming in Mexico, and is focusing on 
offering programming in all focus areas in 
every partner county. 

During this time, Esperança participates in 
small scale work in several different 
countries, while focusing on developing an 
identity and internal structure

Though so much has changed since Father Tupper first laid eyes on the 
extreme need of the Central Amazon, the vision of Esperança remains the 
same:  

Improving health and providing hope for families in the poorest communities 
of the world through sustainable disease prevention, education and 
treatment. 

The travel problem was solved in 1972 with 
the purchase of the passenger ferry, the Point 
Loma, for $15,000. Over the course of 18 
months, with donated materials and volunteer 
labor, the Point Loma was converted to the 
hospital ship rechristened Esperança. 
As it churned along the Amazon, the hospital 
ship, Esperança, began to look like Noah’s Ark. 
The top deck had animal pens and boxes for 
produce, Grateful villagers paid for medical 
services with their precious produce or their 
farm animals raised for food.

Once Fundaçao Esperança became a self- 
sufficient operation, Esperança moves into 
Bolivia and continues work there today.

With success in Brazil and Phoenix, Esperança 
expands into Nicaragua.  

With a challenging political climate in Bolivia, 
Esperança begins focusing the majority of 

surgical efforts in Nicaragua and programming 
efforts in Peru and Mozambique.


